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CONSTITUTION OF THE SOCIETY OF SIGMA XI 

Amendments Adopted Since the Printing of the Last Edition 
Dated December 28, 1914 

ARTICLE III 

Section 1 amended at the New York Convention (1916) to read as 
follows: 

"The Society shall consist of active, associate, alumni and honorary 
members. (Sigma Xi Quarterly, vol. 5, no. I, p. 22) 

Section 2 (6) amended at the New York Convention (1916) to read as 
follows: 

"Membership of alumni chapters shall be composed of alumni members 
of collegiate chapters." (Sigma Xi Quarterly, vol. 5, no. 1, p. 27) 

Sections 6, 7, 8, 9 added at the New York Convention (1916) : 

Sec. 6. Each Chapter shall have the privilege of providing in its by-laws 
for the election of associate members. 

Sec. 7. When a chapter elects to have associate members, the following 
and no other shall be eligible to associate membership in that chapter: 

' (a) Any graduate student who has shown marked excellence in two or 
more departments of pure or applied science. 

(b) Any undergraduate student who has completed the required work 
of the first three years and who has shown marked excellence in two or more 
departments of pure or applied science. 

Sec. 8. Associate members shall have the privileges of the active mem- 
bers, except the right to vote, with such other restrictions only as may be 
specifically stated in the Constitution of the Society, or by-laws of the chapter. 

Sec. 9. Associate members of any chapter who may become connected 
with another institution at which there is a chapter whose by-laws provided 
for associate membership shall be entitled to enroll as associate members in 
the latter on presenting satisfactory credentials, but associate members of 
any chapter who become connected with another institution at which there is 
a chapter whose by-laws do not provide for associate membership, shall not 
be entitled to any membership in the chapter, except through specific election 
by the chapter. (Sigma Xi Quarterly, vol. 5, No. 1, p. 23) 

Section 10 added at the New York Convention (1916) reads as follows: 
"Any member in arrears for one year shall be duly notified of this fact 
by the secretary of the chapter, and in event of failure to respond within six 
weeks may be suspended from membership in the Society. On payment of 
arrearage he may be reinstated by vote of the chapter. If such reinstatement 
is not effected in one year his name shall be deleted from the rolls of the 
Society." (Sigma Xi Quarterly, vol. 5, no. 1, p. 26) 

ARTICLE IV 

Section 1 amended at the New York Convention (1916) to read as follows: 

"Active and, if the chapter allows them, associate members shall be 

elected for any chapter by the active membership of such chapter in the 

manner to be hereinafter defined." (Sigma Xi Quarterly, vol. 5, no. 1, p. 24) 
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ARTICLE V 

Section 2 (c) amended at the New York Convention (1916) to read as 
follows: 

"The president shall next read the following pledge, to which each 
novitiate shall in turn assent as his name is called: Do you hereby pledge 
yourself to uphold the principles of the Society of the Sigma Xi, and assume 
the responsibilities incumbent upon active [or associate] membership therein." 
(Sigma Xi Quarterly, vol 5, no. 1, p. 24) 

Section 4 amended at the New York Convention (1916) to read as 
follows: 

"The certificate of membership of this Society shall bear the signatures 
of the president and secretary of the chapter, and the seal of the Society. 

The form of certificate should be as follows : 

The Society of the Sigma Xi by this diploma certifies that 

was on the day of in the year duly elected to 

active [or associate] membership in the chapter of the Society of 

Sigma Xi, and is fully entitled to all privileges granted by its constitution." 

ARTICLE VI 

Section 1 amended at the New York Convention (1916) to read as 
follows: 

"Section i. (a) The badge or symbol to be worn by active, alumni 
and honorary members of the Society shall be a gold watch-chain pendant, 
charm, or pin of octagonal shape, bearing the monogram of the Greek letter 

Sigma superimposed upon the Greek letter Xi. (etc.) ." 

(Sigma Xi Quarterly, vol. 5, no. 1, p. 25) 

Section 1 amended at the Pittsburgh Convention (1917) by inserting the 
following paragraph: 

"(b) The badge or symbol to be worn by associate members shall be a 
pin having the Greek letters Sigma and Xi in white on an electric blue 
ground. On the reverse shall be the associate member's name, name of the 
institution, and the date of election. The use and granting of such badge 
shall be optional with the several chapters." (Sigma Xi Quarterly, vol. 6, 
no. 1, p. 8 ) 

ARTICLE X 

Section 1 amended at the Columbus Convention (191 5) to read as follows: 
"This Constitution may be altered or amended at a convention by a 
two-thirds vote of the chapters represented, provided such amendment has 
been proposed at the preceding convention or shall have been submitted by 
any chapter to the several chapters through the Executive Committee not 
less than ninety days prior to the date of the next coming convention." 
(Sigma Xi Quarterly, vol. 4, no. 1, p. 6) 
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BY-LAWS 

A new by-law passed at the Columbus Convention (1915) reads as 
follows: 

"On call of the President of Sigma Xi, the Executive Committee shall 
hold annually at least one stated meeting, independent of other organizations, 
and the expenses of those in attendance shall be paid from the national 
treasury of Sigma Xi." (Sigma Xi Quarterly, vol. 4, no. 1, p. 8.) 

APPENDICES 

Appendix VIII 
Extract of records of New York Convention (1916) 
In the election of faculty and non-resident members, emphasis should 
be laid in fact, as it is in form, upon the words "noteworthy" in the phrase 
"noteworthy achievement" and "original" in the phrase "as an original in- 
vestigator" and that routine construction or publication of routine work 
does not meet the spirit of the Constitution. The Executive Committee con- 
siders that publication of such scientific work and similar publication or 
exploitation of engineering work should precede by at least one year con- 
sideration for election of such members. (Sigma Xi Quarterly, vol. 4, no. 3, 
p. 71.) 

Appendix IX 

Adopted at New York Convention (1916) and approved again by unani- 
mous vote at Pittsburgh (1917). 

The following conditions should hold in any institution if the Executive 
Committee is to make a favorable report upon an application for a charter: 

1. The authorities of the college or university, i. e., the trustees and 
the president, should be favorably disposed toward research. 

2. There should be apparatus and facilities available for research. 

3. The members of the faculty who sign the petition should be men who 
have had adequate training for research. 

4. There should have been a continuous output of research from the 
institution for a number of years preceding the application for a charter. 

5. There should be appropriations for research, or at least a certain 
amount of the appropriations made to the scientific department should be 
available for apparatus for research. 



